This article discusses the criteria that govern the selection of news in the print media (in Ghana). The article focused particularly on the front page news of the Daily Graphic. The study also assesses what informs the choice of certain news items over others and why some news items are presented prominently on the front page over others. Three methods were used in this study: a survey, content analysis and in-depth interviews. Seventy-two editions of the Daily Graphic and in all, 202 news items were content analysed. The study found that although news values are vital in news selectivity, the Daily Graphic does not use news values as the sole criterion for news selection. What is important is whether a particular news story is in the interest of the public and that it has a high range. Thus, the consequence of such a news story affects the majority of Ghanaians. The finding also suggest that news values as criteria for news selection by the media in the West and replicated by African media should be given a second look.
Introduction

=390/404 = .965
Though, this study is likely to lend itself to easy replication, reliability in respect of the survey and in-depth interview results can be challenging in the sense that the respondent are likely to give diverse answers to the open-ended questions and the questions in the interview guide. In effect, varying results might be arrived at. This is likely to affect the degree of the reliability of those results.
News Topics
A content analysis of 202 news items on the front page of 72 editions of the Daily Graphic published in 2012 showed that news about internal politics emerged the most prevalent news topic (55.4%) as shown in Table 1 . This was followed by news on crime, law and order (12.9%). The third most covered news topic was public healthcare and welfare (9.4%) followed by the category dubbed other (7.9%). Accidents and disasters (7.4%) was the fifth most prevalent news topic with education (3.5%) being the next most common news topic.
Military, navy and defence was (0.5%) while no news was covered on land, entertainment, fashion and beauty on the front page of the Daily Graphic. have it that as a weekend, we have to give things that are as you called it soft. For example, if a man goes to steal so that he can marry another woman, it will be selected because we feel that people need to rest or relax and enjoy themselves….
(Editor 1).
Both news gatherers and editors highly value the ability of the lead news to influence social change by holding the government accountable to its citizens. This indicates the commitment of the newspaper's role in promoting transparency. Because of the limitations of time and space, selection of content is a necessary function dispensed by editors. The evaluation processes are influenced by several factors of which news values is the most essential. All the news values the journalists regarded as extremely important were among the factors most widely cited as criteria for news selection-timeliness or novelty, importance or impact, influence, prominence, unusualness, conflict or controversy (see Table 3 ). Both news writers and processors indicated that controversy, prominence, surprise (unusualness) and range
